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Confined Space

Aconfined space is defined
traditionally as an area large
enough for a person to enter but not
designed for continuous occupancy.
It usually will have limited access,
poor ventilation, and/or poor
lighting. The space may contain a
hazardous atmosphere such as toxic
vapors or combustible gases. There
also might be a lack of oxygen.
Other possible risks include getting
entangled in moving machinery,
entrapment because of the shape

of the confined space or becoming
engulfed in water, grain or

other materials.

You may be at risk, in some cases,
from excessive heat or cold.
Slippery walking surfaces can
cause you to lose your footing and
fall. There may even be a danger of
becoming wedged into a narrow or
tapering space. Confined spaces
can be both dangerous and
uncomfortable places to work.

Before entry, the atmosphere must
be tested and the work space must
be isolated from hazards. Each
confined space might require
different actions to ensure your
safety. Actions could include
locking out power sources, venting
the area or blanking off feeder
lines. In many cases the use of a
supplied-air respirator will

be necessary.

You must follow company procedures
for confined space entry. Typical
procedures can include, but are not
limited to, the following instructions:

* Obtain a written entry permit from
your supervisor.
» Wear the correct PPE (Personal
Protective Equipment) such as
safety boots, gloves and hardhat.
You may also be required to use a
supplied-air respirator.
Assemble the necessary equipment
such as retrieval harness,
communications system, spark-
proof lighting, lifeline and testing
devices.
Isolate the area from all materials
and energy sources by lockout and
tagout, blanking off pipelines or
other approved methods.
Test the atmosphere for hazardous
substances and ventilate by
circulating fresh air into the space.
Never use pure oxygen because it
contributes to an explosive situation
at higher concentrations.
Know your job. This especially
applies to the person who is
designated as the attendant. This
person must remain outside the
confined space, ready to call for
assistance if required. Never leave
your post unless another person
who is authorized and trained
replaces you. The lives of the
workers inside the restricted area
depend upon you.

* Continual testing and monitoring of
the atmosphere must be carried out
as long as the space is occupied.
This will alert the attendant to
changing conditions that may affect
the safety of the workers inside the
confined space.

The attendant, who remains outside
the restricted area, is responsible for
controlling entry into the confined
space. The attendant must keep a
head count of permit holders as they
enter and exit the confined space.

Rescuers account for about 70 per
cent of the deaths in confined spaces.
If an emergency occurs, the attendant
must not enter the confined space
unless properly:

* trained,

* authorized,

* equipped with supplied-air
respirator or self-contained
breathing apparatus and other
required PPE, and

« the attendant is replaced by another
trained attendant.

A confined space may not be a
pleasant place to work, but it is
sometimes unavoidable. However,
entry procedures should never be
taken lightly. They are essential to
your continued well-being and good
health. Know and strictly observe
your company’s procedures. ®
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T406-3 QUIZ

1. A confined space is a small spac
designed for continuous human
occupancy.

True or False

. A confined space may have whic
of these hazardous conditions:
a. Limited entrances and exits
b. Poor ventilation
c. The possibility of engulfment in
moving materials
The possibility of entanglemen
in moving machinery
Any of these

d.

e.

. Extreme temperatures can be
among the hazards of confined
spaces.

True or False

. The air may be unsafe to breathq i

a confined space because it
contains toxic substances.
True or False

. A lack of oxygen is a serious
hazard in a confined space.
True or False

. Just a verbal okay is all you need
to enter a confined space.
True or False

. Rescuers account for more than
half the fatalities in confined spac
incidents.

True or False

. Training is unnecessary for
confined space entry.
True or False

. The correct personal protective
equipment is important when you
enter a confined space.

True or False

10.Pumping in pure oxygen is a saf

way to ventilate a confined spacg.

True or False

D

=)

D

Confined Space

s 10 plan and prepare for this talk:  s———

» Read through the article ahead of time to help you with your
presentation. If you are using a CD, have your computer or audio CD
player ready.

» Have on hand examples of items that are used to aid confined space
entry. This may include respirators, safety lines, communications
equipment and air-testing instruments.

 Think about areas that could be considered confined spaces. Review

your company’s policy on confined space entry. Be prepared to discuss
it at this meeting.

SIGN-OUT SHEET =—

Date:

Location:

Meeting Conducted by:

Meeting was attended by:
(Each participant is to sign below, for record kept on file. )
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Name:
1. A confined space is a small space designed for continuous human
occupancy.
O True O False
Date:

2. A confined space may have which of these hazardous conditions:
a. Limited entrances and exits
b. Poor ventilation
c. The possibility of engulfment in moving materials
d. The possibility of entanglement in moving machinery
e. Any of these

3. Extreme temperatures can be among the hazards of confined spaces.
0 True [ False

4. The air may be unsafe to breathe in a confined space because it contains
toxic substances.
0 True [ False

5. Allack of oxygen is a serious hazard in a confined space.
0 True [ False

6. Just a verbal okay is all you need to enter a confined space.
O True [ False

7. Rescuers account for more than half the fatalities in confined space
incidents.
O True 0O False

8. Training is unnecessary for confined space entry.
O True 0O False

9. The correct personal protective equipment is important when you enter a
confined space.
O True O False
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10.Pumping in pure oxygen is a safe way to ventilate a confined space.
O True O False
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